HOW TO GROW BIG PUMPKINS
By Mr. WM. WARNOCK, Goderich, Ont.
Who grew a single specimen of Rennie’s Mammoth Squash weighing 365 pounds, and exhibited at the Worlds Fair,
Chicago, in 1893. Also a squash weighing 403 pounds, which was exhibited at the St Louis Exposition in 1904.
“My land is made in good condition, being heavily manured every year, it is of a gravelly formation with about sixteen
inches of clay loam on top. A three pound Squash can be grown on any part of it by the following method of
cultivation: For each hill I intend to plant, about the first of April I take two good wheelborrow loads of hen manure,
and mix with four barrows of good soil taken from some other part of the lot: this is mixed a second time in the middle
of April. The first of May I add four barrows of well rotted manure and mix thoroughly, then about the eighteenth of
May make the hills and plant, dig out a space seven feet in diameter and fourteen inches deep, fill in my compost
mixing, and with it some of the best earth which was thrown out, and when finished, the hill will be about ten feet in
diameter. and six inches higher in the centre than the surrounding level. Then plant the seed. Hills want to be about
twenty feet apart; work the ground well until the plants commence to run. When about three feet long, I mulch the
ground all over for twenty feet in diameter around each hill with Horse manure three inches deep, and stake the vines
down with sticks to keep the wind from rolling them about, so that they may root at every joint. It is of great advantage
to keep the vine from fruiting as long as possible, by pruning all fruit off until about the last week in July; this will give
time enough to mature a Three Hundred Pound Squash by the first of October, for there must be a big vine to produce a
big squash. I practice fertilizing a few of the first bloom that come, when I think the vine is strong enough to grow a
good specimen, by cutting off some of the fresh false bloom, trim the corolla or flower leaf off, and rub the stamen in
around the fresh fruit bloom. This is necessary when fruit bloom opens on a morning that is unfavorable for bees to do
their work, and it assures the setting of the specimens just where you want them. It also gives extra vigor to the growth
of fruit to be well pollinized. When the first perfect specimens have set well, say four or five inches in diameter, cut all
other fruit and blossoms off, and nip the ends off vines and all bloom that shows twice a week, so that the vine is not
exhausted with the great quantity of false bloom that would naturally come. Now while the great growth of the Squash
is going on I use liquid manure twice a week along three or four of the principle vines of each hill, often six pails to the
hill if it is in a dry time. Great care must be taken to give plenty of water; for instance, in 1893, when I grew the great
specimen that was the largest on exhibition at the Worlds Fair, it was a dry time with us at Goderich, and having the
advantage of the town water service, I sprayed each hill twice a week through August and the first two weeks in
September, drenching the ground each time.
P.S. – I expect all have heard of feeding Squash and Pumpkin by injecting milk or other stuff . This is a ridiculous silly
humbug. I have practiced several methods along this line when I was younger, but it only makes me ashamed to
confess it, and I am now quite satisfied the only thing that will increase the size of the fruit comes out of the vine, and
the vine must get its support from the natural roots.”
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Below is a photo of William Warnock, and the medal forwarded to him by the French Government
for his World Record 400 pound squash, which was displayed at the Paris Worlds Fair in 1900.

William Warnock 1844-1924
Steve Connolly called Susan Glousher in Goderich, Ontario (William Warnock was her Great Great
Grandfather) and she not only provided much of the, Warnock related, information published in the
prior ROOTS article, but verified that this article was written by Williams Warnock, and was first
published by Rennie’s Seed company around 1904, and given to anyone who bought his Mammoth
Squash seeds.

